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UM SCHOOL OF LAW
RECEIVES RARE BOOKS

MISSOULA-The University of Montana School of Law has received a rare book gift bearing the
signature of a signer of the Declaration of Independence.
Robert E. Sullivan, UM law school dean, said the books--a four-volume set of the
first American edition of Blackstone's "Laws of England," published in 1772--are from
David Mason, Missoula, a UM professor emeritus of law.
"This is an outstanding addition to our rare book collection in the School of Law
Library," said Sullivan.
Value of the books was appraised at a minimum of $250 per volume and $1,000 for the
set by Charles Hamilton Galleries, Inc., of New York City, Sullivan said.
Each volume in the set bears the signature of John Morton, a signer of the Declaration
of Independence.
Sullivan said the set was owned by Mason's father, who is a practicing attorney in
South Dakota.
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